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Middleburg girl vows
to tackle Kilimanjaro
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Tavlor Justice is determined to
accomplish two poals:  toc lHmb
Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzanis and
to help save rhinos from extinetion.
She is 12 years old.

Om Nov. 21, Taylor will begin an
ascent of the highest mountain in
Africa.

Arcompanying her up the
18.341-foot pesk will be the Green
Gn‘la,agnmpufem -minded

women organized by Ginna K. elly
Incloded in the contingent is the

actress Mariel Hemingway.

Kelly is the founder of Climb for
jaro trek is its kic koff effort to raise
awarensss about climate change and
the potentisl extimction of rhinos.

Tavlor intends to raise one dollar
for every foot she climbs. The money
will go towsrd protecting the African
Black Rhing, which inhabits sn area
adjacent to Kilimanjaro Nationsl
Park.
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Cokorado. Although she bives cutside
of Middleburg, her family maintains
See JUSTICE, Page A4
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Taylor and her mother plan
to live there several wesks to
allow herl time to ace  Li-
mate tothe aftitude . Tb train,
ghe will climb the snowy 11.220-
foot Aspen Mountain.

Umntil then, she's hiking up
id Rag Mountsin and in Sky
Meadows State Park fogetin
shape for her trip.

And, she's stepping up her
running regimen to prepare her
respiratory system for the alti-
tude change. She's acrustomed to
rurmning ahout fonir miles a week,
bt now she’ 8 going further to
achieve six to sight miles a week.

Tm addicted to runming
Taylor s=id.

Ome of the highlights in
Taylor's hiking career is ¢ limb-
ing 15230 fest over Salksnts ¥
Paes st Macho Picchu in Pem
thie past June. At that height,
breathing was like inhaling
through & coc ktail straw, she
gaid. Bacause of the altitude her
legs filt like jello when she
stopped for a rest.

The tripw as exciting for
Taylor, in more waye than one.

She snd her companions wers
when a man fafl 30 feet dosm &
ravine. Both of his wrists brole |
Bone polied through his shkin and
blood flowed down his hesd.

Taylor trained as & junior
member of the Buttermilk Ski

Fatrol in Aspen. She quic ki
acrambleddmheat&é:sbpey,
telling adults in her group to
stay barck.

With the man's wife, ghe
ssenred her patient that he was
going tobe fine . Taking card-
board from boxes the porters
carried, she fashioned splints for
each arm. Speaking in Spanish,
she ed a porter to take
off hie T-shirt so that she conld
clean the hesd wounds.

Taylor went ocut with the ki
patral two full ski seasons start-
ing when she was 11.

The group held mestings
avery moming. Taylor’s mother,
Whitney .Justice, remembers
Taylor waking her up &t 6:15
am. to drive her there. She was
insistent about arrving on time.

Taylor is ago » ‘Bnd
she already reached one impor-
tant ohjective. She made the
high honor roll s a fifth-grade
student at The Hill 5c hool in
Middleburg. This means that
she earmed A+ in sll her classes
all four grading periods.

Taylor achieved this in spite
of experiences with baing bul-
lied.

“Whik Iwas studying snd
doing classwaork, | blocked out bal-
lyimge,” ehe Eaid, like a girl walking
by end fippng her ponytail

Taylor now attends ssventh
grade &t Blue Ridge Middle
School in Purcelbville.

The oty challenge of hiking
up Mount Kilimsnjaro that con-
ceme Taylor is climbing & shesr
cliff Shelovesroc k climbing
though, and delights in climbing

the most difficultw all thata
recreation farcilify in Aspen has.

In the wall are only crads in
which to insert fingers and toes.
She doee it five times in & row if
the staff doeen't fuss at her.

Speaking of BMount
Kilimanjara, she asid, “TH maks
it up. I lmow it."

Taylor's escond ¢ hallenge is
fundraising. Even before being
invited to join the Green Girls |
she knew about rhinoe and ele-
phants being slanghtered for
their tuskes.

“l1 never thought that I
wiotld make a difference and
gave them,” eaid Taylor. She
understands that she hes to
acquaint potential donors with
the problem.

“Most people srea ware of
politics and the scomomy™ Tayior
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AS A RESULT OF
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liquidation Sale One Day Cnly
55% TO 75% OFF &tire inventory
To Secure Cash For Original Owners

Persian and Oriental Rugs
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SEPARATED UMITARILY FOR PUBLIC SALE 9/8
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said. “People should take &
minute to read my bac kground
story and meyhe they will have
& heart and know what is hap-
pening with the rhincs.”

Although Taylor joled aboot
neading to sell 8 lot of lemonade
and cookiss st rosdside stands |
she s commitied to her objective

“I ean do it and I will do it
and Iwill help the rhinps
Taylor said.

To raise $18,341, Taylor cre-
ated & weh page soliciting con-
tributions. She's emailing family
and friendstoc hip in io her
canse. Contributors pledged
almost §2,600 to date.

To read more about  Taylor's
mission, gotowww firstgiving.
omm and ssarch for Taylor Justics,

Emuail the reporter ;| obooze
iroetechel@timespapera com.
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